
PROJECT:
CENTENARY HEIGHTS STATE HIGH SCHOOL 

ARCHITECT
Biscoe Wilson Architects

BUILDER
Hutchinson Builders

LOCATION
Toowoomba QLD 

PRODUCT
125 Series Operable Walls 

Finishes: A combination of 
Vitreous Enamel Whiteboards, 
Autex Composition fabric as 
well as Mirror Glass Panels 
for the dance studio within the 
Performing Arts Centre. 

Lotus’ mission statement of ‘Creating Spaces 
Where People Thrive’ is never a more important 
sentiment than when designing spaces for young 
people who are learning, growing, and finding 
themselves as individuals. Students and teachers at 
Centenary Heights State High School in Toowoomba 
recently received a new Performing Arts Centre 
(PAC) from The Queensland Department of 
Education and designed by Biscoe Wilson 
Architects, along with a refurbishment of the three 
existing school building. Designed entirely around 
the ambition of creating an environment that 
adapted to the various needs of students, the new 
PAC featured a range of Lotus’ products to help 
realise this vision. 

THE SCOPE

The new Performing Arts Centre (PAC) required a 
performance space with a 300-seat capacity, as well as 
change rooms, a control room and bio room for shooting 
video content. The project also included a renovation and 
repurposing of existing art rooms and hospitality building to 
create more space for the increased capacity need the school 
was facing. So where did Lotus fit into these plans? 
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THE SOLUTION

Lotus products were predominantly used in the new 
Performing Arts Centre, where a flexible space was 
imperative for dance, drama, music and film genres 
to collaborate in the one location. The auditorium 
and stage area itself was designed to be divided into 
separate teaching areas, or opened up using our 125 
Series Operable Walls to form an impressive large stage 
and auditorium. The stage is also accompanied by the 
backstage area, loading dock, change rooms, storage, 
retractable seating and bio-box, the latter which also 
featured our operable walls. 

Lotus’ tall walls of 7.6m and 6.1 metres were used in the 
main performance area of the PAC, featuring a remote 
stacking configuration with radiused corners in the 
tracks so the operable wall could be manoeuvred easily 
within the space, and conveniently stored outside of the 
auditorium when not in use. 

The large scale of these walls provided a few 
obstacles during installation purely due to the 
panel size and stacking configuration abilities. 
By implementing 90 degree angles within the 
remote stacking configuration we were able to 
overcome these challenges to ensure ease of 
use of the product while still providing flexibility 
in the space. 

Moreover, concerns were raised about members of the 
school being able to operate the tall walls. The Lotus 
team provided a thorough handover and demonstration to 
ensure staff were comfortable with opening and closing 
the system and the ongoing operation of the wall. 
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The acoustic requirements for the Performing Arts Centre 
were very particular, as students needed to be able to 
work in separate divided areas with minimum noise 
transfer. Biscoe Wilson Architects assembled a specialist 
design team to ensure the PAC was designed for 
adaptable spaces which included guidance from acoustic 
consultants, Acoustics Noise Vibration (ANV) and a 
specialist theatre consultant (Design Stage) on the project 
planning stages. These specialists, supported by 3D 
computer modelling, were able to understand the control 
of sight-lines and acoustic requirements, to ensure an 
enhanced variety of performances in any given space 
within the centre. These acoustic requirements of the PAC 
dictated the Rw rating required and Lotus recommended 
our operable walls that we knew would best suit these 
needs – incorporating 100 Series Operable Walls with a 
50+ Rw acoustic rating for ultimate privacy within these 
spaces, along with a bespoke stacking configuration for 
remote stacking out of sight.

Additional operable walls were installed in 4 general 
learning classroom areas within the refurbishment 
building of the school, providing flexible learning 
spaces. Finishes included Acrylic and Porcelain 
Whiteboard in the classrooms and general learning 
areas to foster collaborative learning, as well as Mirror 
Panels for the dance studio.  

The Queensland Department of Education are dedicated 
to providing diverse learning facilities that support staff 
and students in a variety of areas. Buildings such as 
the new Performing Arts Centre at Centenary Heights 
are also invaluable for wider school and community 
functions, helping to foster a range of opportunities and 
activities. Lotus products were imperative in providing 
diverse learning facilities that support staff and students 
in a variety of areas. The new Performing Art Centre at 
Centenary Heights not only provides students with state 
of the art facilities, but also the wider community through 
functions and activities, now and long into the future. 


