PROJECT:
HALE JUNIOR SCHOOL AWARD WINNING EDUCATION DESIGN
Hale School is a globally recognised boarding
school located in Perth, Western Australia (WA)
and offers students a thorough and personalised
educational experience. Established in 1858, Hale
School is the oldest boys’ school in WA and has a
large campus spanning 48 hectares for students
ranging from pre-primary to Year 12 across the
junior, middle and senior school. Hale believes this
allows space for students to learn and grow, when
they need it the most.
Hale Junior School building was built in the 1960’s and
while rich in history the building itself did not provide the
learning environment needed to match Hale Schools vision
of ‘Prepare, Teach, and Connect.’ With over 300 students, the
Junior school was committed to providing teaching staff an
opportunity to develop teaching and learning activities that
catered to being responsive to the individual boys’ needs, as
well as the wider class. In order to meet the learning needs of
students and deliver the teaching pedagogy it was recognised
that a more supportive physical learning environment would
be required.

ARCHITECT
Site Architecture Studio
BUILDER
EMCO Building
LOCATION
160 Hale Road, Wembley Downs
Perth, Western Australia
PRODUCT
Operable Walls
Glazed Acoustic Sliders
(internally)
Glas-Stax Fineframe 75 Series
(internally)

THE SPACE
Three main learning centres were required as part of
the new Hale Junior School, for the lower, middle and
upper Junior levels, as well as purpose-built learning
spaces which centre around a grassed area and
playground. The absolute focus was to provide flexible
and collaborative learning spaces for the needs of the
students and the teaching process. With this new vision,
Hale Junior School met with SITE Architecture Studio to
make this a reality.
Learning pods were created into the three junior levels
to enable collaborative learning within each group.
Each learning ‘pod’ incorporates various spaces that
are designed to house very large year groups through
to small personal spaces, and even one on one learning
places uninterrupted by noise.

AWARDS
Architecture Award for Education
Architecture, Western Australia 2019
Learning Environments WA Chapter
Award, Category 2: New Construction/
New Individual Facility over $8m
2019 Shaw Contract Design Award
Category Winner (Global Award).

In addition to the modern and adaptable learning
spaces, the design also required the incorporation of
flexible indoor and outdoor areas. Classrooms that open
up to large breakout spaces, as well as courtyards to
harness the natural light and ventilation. Ultimately
creating spaces that enhance the wellbeing of students
and teachers, and that accommodate various teaching
and learning activities with ease.

THE SOLUTION
With flexible and adaptive spaces being a core
component of the project, SITE Architecture worked with
Lotus due to the extensive experience Lotus has in the
education space and the quality and suitability of the
product range, to identify suitable products. Early design
capabilities guaranteed the school received the learning
environment they wanted for both student and teacher,
plus ensuring the overall design was consistent with the
innovative approach.
In the spirit of open-learning classroom design twenty
Glazed Acoustic Sliders were used in the classroom
area to allow for easy transformation and connection,
with a ‘T’ design feature connecting classrooms. Lotus
designed a unique 3-way intersection cavity for the
sliding doors which allows for seamless function and the
creation of a large distinctive flexible space. The easily
operable sliding doors offer an acoustically tested,
sound separation between the spaces, allowing students
to learn independently of other adjoining learning areas.
Another feature is the large 8 panel internal Glas-Stax
Fineframe 75 Series moving wall, allowing for the full
length of the classroom to open up into the hallway
when required and when not, a single door provides
entry. A remote stacking design is used for the storage
of the wall when not in use. Remote stacking allows
single, individual hung panels to park in a dedicated
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internal recess with discreet lock down points, removing
the need for floortrack. The system also features a
unique design element - powerful words covering
each of the panels to create a positive energy needed
for young minds, wording that jumps off the panels
and instils confidence. With such a dynamic design of
adaptable learning spaces, the school will entrust a
collaborative environment for both student and teachers
now and in years to come.

The result of Hale Junior School is true
sophisticated architectural design for flexible
learning spaces of the future, as recognised by
two Architecture Awards received in Western
Australia and the prestigious Global 2019 Shaw
Design Category People’s Choice Award for
one of the most uniquely impactful designs in
the world.
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