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Melba College was created in 2013 from 
a merger of Croydon and Maroondah 
Secondary Colleges after having 
operated across multiple campuses for 
many years. Y2 Architecture and Builder 
Melbcon were appointed to create Stage 
2 Works, a new STEAM Centre for Melba, 
the fourth new Building as part of a 
‘replacement’ school master plan. The 
design brief required connection with the 
outside as an important design aspect, 
a flexible solution to support differing 
learning and teaching styles, as well 
as good acoustic performance between 
technology and steam areas. 
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THE SPACE

The new STEAM Centre is a two-story building with 
various Art and Science learning spaces connected 
by an elevated walkway/colonnade, which allows 
sheltered access to the other buildings on both the 
ground and first floor. This walkway is a key design 
feature and visually connects the new building with 
the others.

Continuing with the outside connection, the central 
courtyard operates as a social space as well as a 
functional workspace, allowing students to work 
across multiple flexible areas and to bring their 
projects outside to work on, whilst also allowing 
natural light to filter through. Internally the design 
space (quiet) and lab spaces (noisy) needed to be 
situated correctly with acoustic performance a key 
consideration in the design, as well as creating visual 
interest and functionality.
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THE SOLUTION

The innovative design at Melba College featured 
Lotus’ Glas-stax panels, 15 glazed acoustic sliding 
doors and a fit for purpose operable wall. The 
inclusion of a Glas-stax fineframe product within 
the courtyard design allows for space saving and 
maximises the indoor/outside connection as a social 
and workspace, whilst providing the natural flow of 
light and an interior protected from the elements. 

Lotus acoustic glazed sliders were used throughout 
the STEAM labs and classrooms to allow for flexible 
configuration of spaces. This product easily allows 
for the high volume of traffic to flow through the 
area as required, natural light and visual connectivity 
between spaces and optimal acoustic performance, 
preventing noise from interrupting quiet design 
spaces. The porcelain whiteboard operable wall in 
a centre stacking configuration has been used to 
facilitate different activities, both large and small in 
the same space, creating flexibility and collaboration 
with this incredibly adaptive design, ensuring 
students can not only perform but thrive.


